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OBSERVATIONS 


UPON THE 


State of the Nation. 


T is a very difficult Thing exactly to de- 
termine in what Caſes, and how far a 
good Subject may expreſs his Diſlike of 
What is either done, or connived at by 


his Governors. Thoſe whom by the Laws of 
God we are commanded not only not to reſiſt, 


but to aid and aſſiſt with our Hands, our Pur- 
ſes, and our Prayers, we are certainly requi- 
red our ſelves to reverence , and to exhort and 
encourage others to do ſo too. Now that 


| Reverence is undoubtedly weakned, whenever 


we blame any of their Actions or Deſ igus, as 
hurtful to the Publick Good. The higher the 
Accuſations are, the greater is the Offence. 
But tho? this is a good Reaſon for Men to be 
modeſt in their Suggeſtions, yet it is not a ſuf- 


ficient Reaſon for them to be entirely ſilent. 


Nay, It is more dutiful for Men to expreſs the 
. Cauſes 


{> 1 
Cauſes of their Complaint, than wholly to 


ſtifle them, and only to ſhew Signs of Difla- 
tistaction without diſcovering the true Grounds 


of their being diſſatisfied; ſince they do 


thereby give an Opportunity to thoſe, whom 
it does moſt nearly. concern , to clear them- 
ſelves ; and thereby to ſtrengthen that Govern- 
ment, which every good Man deſires to ſee in 
a proſperous and flouriſhing Condition. 

I ſhall not therefore be afraid to declare my 
Apprehenfions of the State of Affairs in this 


pablick Manner; eſpecially ſince they are not 3 
mine alone, but the Apprehenſions of ver 
e, honeſt Men, who are zealous Friends of 


the Conſtitution both in Church and State as 
by Law Eſtzbliſh'd, and entirely affectionate 
to Her Majeily's Perſon and Government ; 
waich they heartily pray to God to have long, 
very long continued, as a Bleſſing to theſe Na- 
tions. Theſe that affect now to be called 
High Church. Men, have no Pretence to com- 
plain: who in RIPE from the Preſs, and 
in Sermens from the Pulpit, (and many of 


them too printed aſterwards) did in a Man- 


ner, Which no True Church of England Man 


dares imitate, treat the late Miniſtry in the 


vileſt and moſt cantemptuous Manner poſſible, * 


and threaten tbem in Terms little ſiort of 


Gow gs ght Pebellion. 
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Reſp ect to Her Miniſters, when I oun my 


Apperten 08s that the Peace, which is now in 
a manner concluded with France, may not pro- 
duce thoſe laſting good Effects, which all Ho- 


neſt Men, who wiſh well to the Proteſtant Re- 


ligion, and to Britiſh Liberty, deſire they 


' ſhould. I do not pretend to be wiſer than my 


Repreſentatives, or my Governors ; and by the 
8717 Conſtitution every Man is bound by 
What they do. But ſince our Evils, (if they 


are ſuch ) may not yet be paſt Retrieve, and 


fince I know my felt to be truly Amicus Curie 
(and ſuch are ſometimes allowed to ſpeak in 
our Courts of Juſtice, tho' they were not at firſt 
retained) TJ ſhall venture to propoſe my 
Thoughts upon the preſent Occurrences at this 


Juncture, when the Parliament is ready to meet, 
to offer up their united Gratulations for the 
Peace, which (as far at leaſt as it relates to 29 


is in a manner concluded. 
The great Reaſon which is GIVEN for ma- 


king Peace upon theſe Terms, is, That other- 
wiſe the Balance of Power could not be preſer- 


ved in Europe, ſince the whole Auſtrian Do- 


minions and Pretenſions are now ſettled in one 
Man, the preſent Emperor; ſo that it would 
be of worſe Conſequence to the Peace of 
Chriſtendom, to let him enjoy the whole, than 


to let King Philip keep Voſleſſion of the Throne 


0 Spain. 


Beſore 


43 - 


Before this Propoſition be conſider d, pur. 
ſuant to the Views which we are taught to 


have of the Affairs of Europe at this Time, I 
would deſire Gentlemen, who talk fo warmly 


Chriſtendom in the Time of Henry VIII. 


which may be learnt from any of the Hiſtories 
of that Time. The Emperor Charles V. Was 
then poſſeſs d of the Low- Countries entire of 


the Dutch and County of Burgundy, of Spain 
and the Weſt-Indies, of the Kingdom of Naples, 


was Maſter of almoſt all the Maritime Force 
of Europe, and was Emperor at the ſame time. 

His Brother Ferdinand, who was King of the 
Romans, had indeed the Hereditary Countries 


in Germany, but he was little more than Charless 


Vice- Roy, as long as he continued Emperor. 


The Houſe of Burgundy with nothing but the 


Netherlands, (and them not entire) and the 


Burgundy's, were very uneaſy and formidable 


| Neighbours to the Predeceſſors of Francis I. 


for ſeveral Generations; and Lewis XI. King of 
France, found Charles the Hard) (Great Grand- 


father to Charles V.) a powerful Adverſary. 


| Charles V. wanted neither Ambition nor Spi- 


rit : He was an underſtanding and a diligent 


Prince; always at the Head of his own Affairs, 


and ready as well as able, when Occaſion of- 


fered, to head his own Armies: He was very 


well ſerved, and had as great Generals, and as 


glorious Troops, as that Age produced ; and 


it 


upon this Subject, to look back to the State of MF. 


Ts 
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it cannot be deny'd but the Houſe of Auſtria 
under him was at the Top of its Greatneſs ; 
very much greater than it has been ſince. 
And yet notwithſtanding all this, and notwith- 
Z ſanding the great Footing which Charles V. as 
7 Duke of Burgundy, had in France it ſelf, Francis]. 
who had little elſe but the remaining Part of 
France, made Head againſt that Mighty Em- 
peror; and tho' he was once taken Priſoner, 
and forced to redeem himſelf upon very hard 
Terms, yet he and his Son Henry II. held 
Charles V. for above 30 Years together at Bay, 
and defended their Territories againſt all that 
Charles was able to do againſt them; and the 
Reſult of all thoſe long and bloody Wars, till 
the Victory of St. Quintin, which was gotten 
ſoon after his Abdication by his Son Philip II. 
Z King of Spain, was, that the Houſe of Auſtria 
got the Dutehy of Milau upon the Failure of 


the Houſe of Sforza, and kept it againſt the 


Claims of the Houſe of France. 
Let us now ſee what England could do, and 
did at that Time. Zlenry VIII. King of Eng- 
land and Ireland only, and Ireland no Addition 
to his Strength, without the Advantage of 
Foreign Trade, turn'd the Balance which way 
he would, tho' he had no Fleets to match the 
Emperor's. This Caſe, which is not com- 
monly conſidered , will give us a clear Soluti- 
on of that Celebrated Queſtion concerning 
the Balance of Power at this Time. England 
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and Holland have powerful Fleets : Germany 


can have none : Spain has none, nor in Truth 


can have any, that need give us any Jealouſy - 
France has beſides what Francis I. polleſs'd , 
both the Burgundies, Alſace, and great Part of 
the Spaniſh Netherlands, and is in Effect Maſter 
of Lorrain. All theſe Countries either leaned to, 
or were in the Poſſeſſion of the Houſe of Auſtria 
at that time. At Sea, France is an Over-match 
for any one of the Maritime Powers, in truth 
an equal Match for both. What it has done at 


Land againſt the united Strength of almoſt all 
the reſt of Chriſtendom, has been ſufficiently 
ſeen ſince the Year 1688. The Caſe in ſhort 
is this. When the Houſe of Auſtria was at 


the higheſt, when the Wealth 2 Meſt.-In- 
dies was entirely in its Hands, en its Reve- 
nues were cfear, when the whole Trade of 
Europe was managed by its Subjects, or its 


Vaſlals, ( excepting what was in the Hands of 


the Portugueze and the Venetians) and when 


reat and fruitful Provinces even of Fraxce it - 
ſelf were obedient to its Princes, yet then 


France was ſo much a Match for it, that the 


Kings of England could, whenever they came 


in heartily, turn the Balance ; and yet the 
Crown of England was very much weaker than 
it 1s now. We had no Fleets, no Foreign 
Trade, nor could we abſolutely rely upon 
Scotland to help us. What therefore cannot 
France do, when it has open and avowed Settle- 

ments 
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ments i in the Spaniſh left. Indies, when King 


Philip cannot rink home his own Plate un- 
leſs other Nations will give him Leave, and 
when the Firſt Prince of the Blood of France 
is upon the Spaniſp Throne. It is a jeſt to 
ſay that Charles VI. if he had all he asks for, 


would be ſo great as ever Charles V. was, that 


Lewis XIV. is not much more powerful than 
any of his Predeceſſors, and that Queen Arne 


| is not capable of turning the Balarve of Eu- 


rope as effectually as ever Henry VIII. did. 
But the Crowns of France and Spain 


will not be under the ſame Head; and 
the two Branches of the Houſe of 8 * 


bon in Time may quarrel. It is indeed . poſſi- 


ble that they may quarrel, but it is by no 
means likely, The Two Branches of the 


Houſe of Auſtria were divided after the Abdi- 
cation of Charles V. to the Death of Charles II. 


of Spain, who was the laſt Prince of the Male 
Line of his own Branch. That Diviſion laſted 


above 140 Years. - During that Period, the 
Spaniſh Branch carried on'a War for above 50 


Vears in the Netherlands againſt the Inhabi- 


rants of thoſe Provinces who had withdrawn 
themſelves from their \Obedience ; and for 
near 30 Years againſt. France before the Peace 


of the Pyrenee's, and afterwards from the 
| Year 1667, when the French Xing invaded the 
Spaniſh Netherlands upon the Death of Philip 


IV, 
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IV, with very ſhort Intervals till the Year 


170, when Charles II. died. The German 


Branch carried on a long and terrible War in 
Germany from the Time that Frederic Elector 
Palatine accepted of the Crows of Bohemia till 
the Peace of . Munſter, which was near Thirty 
Years. In all that Time, the Two Branches 
never took up Arms the one againſt the other, 
but always mutually aſſiſted each other as they 
wanted any Aſſiſtance, to the utmoſt of their 


Strength. Was it not the Spaniſh Aſſiſtance 
which was conſtantly, and affectionately, and 


powerfully lent to the Emperors Ferdinand II. 
and Ferdinand III. during thoſe German Wars, 


which hinder'd K. James I. and K. Charles I. 
from procuring the Reſtitution of the Palati- 


nate to that unfortunate Xing of Bohemia and 
his Children 2 Upon Philip IVth's Death, did 


the Emperor Leopold fland by when the King 


of Spain was attack d? Were not Leopolds and 
Charles Intereſts always judg'd to be the 


fame, and did not they perpetually act in Con- 


cert with each other 2 
It will be the fame now, with 3 Two 
Branches of the Houſe of Bourbon, France will 


| ſupport Spain for its own ſake, and Spain will 
always return the Kindneſs as long as there is 
any one ſingle Power in Europe, which by 


claiming under the, Houſe of Auſtria ſhall pre- 


tend. to the Succeſſion ef the Spaniſh Monar- 


* I do not ** what 3 Engagements 
| King 


194 


King Philip may be under to his Grandfather; 
and his Succeſſors Kings of Fance; tho' it is 
not likely, that Lewis XIV. has made ſo ill 2 
Bargain for the vaſt Sums of Money which he 
has ſpent to ſettle his Grandſon, for the Quan- 
tity of Bloodſhed on that Account, and for the 
waſting and impoveriſhing his own Noble 
Gountry, as not to ſecure ſomething equiva- 
lent to Repayment, or Requiral for ſo great 
an Expence and Loſs. Bur this T enquire not 
into. I would rather enquire, whether it is 
not likely, that the Two Branches of the Houſe 
of Bourbon, ſuppoſing them to be diſtin, 

ſhould not look upon it to be their Intereſt to 
ſtand by each other. Till K. Philip is fully 
ſettled, he can no more ſubſiſt without Fance, 
even after a Peace, than a Child that is learn- 
ing to walk can go without a Leader. Whatſo- 

ever may be the Intereſt of Spain it will be 
the Intereſt of its King to adhere to Fance. 
Arragon and Catalonia, eſpecially the Latter, 
will be diſguſted. What Factions may ariſe 

in Caſtile is uncertain ; and it will always be 
the Intereſt of Portugal to foment Diſturban- 
ces, and to harbour, at leaſt not to diſcounte- 
nance, Malecontents. In ſuch a Caſe a Brztifþ 
Parliament will ſcarce be willing to aſſiſt the 

Crown in abetting K. Philip: And we can 
hardly think that Holland will be forward to 
aſſiſt him. Thus it will be at firſt, and what 
Scenes may: ariſe afterwards, we cannot at this 
| ES diſtance 
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diſtance. with any probability undertake to 


foretell. 
This is all upon a Suppoſition that the To 


Crowns are vpon Two Heads. But may we 


not eee enquire What may probably 


happen if the Dauphin ſhould dye without Iſſue 
Male > In anſwer. to this we are told, that 


K. Philip has actually renounced for his Chil- 


dren, born or to be born, all his and their 


Titles to the Crown. of France for ever. This 


Renunciation will be more or. leſs Valid, as it 
can or cannot be ſupperted by Arms. What 


haas been done in that Way already by the 
Houſe of Bourbon ſince the Peace of the Pyrenee's 


is publickly known, and has been lately ſet in 
an excellent Light by the Author of the 
Sighs | of Europe. Since no Side therefore does 
at the Bottom believe a Bourbon Renunciation 


to be of any force with the Renouncers, any 


farther than as it is backed with a ſufficient 
Strength that may make it execute it ſelf, I 
would deſire Gentlemen to take along with 
them theſe following Conti derations. In the 


Firſt Place then, it is certain that it is more 


for the Glory of Lewis the XIV. to have his 
Grandſon Philip Lord of the Whole in caſe of 


the Dauphin's Death, than to have him only 


K. of Spain. France will really then be Mi- 


5 Ares of Europe, and a Prince, deſcended from 


Lewis the. XIV. will be its Governor. The 
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E 
not expected; and it is not ſuppoſed that he 
will out-live his Minority. The French King 
is old and infirm ; ſcarce a Month paſſes but 


we have an Account of his Indiſpoſitions, 
which when they are ſo frequent in a Man of 


his Vears, are very alarming; That ſeems to 


be the Reaſon why he takes ſuch pains to get 
England to ſollicit the Allies to come in, tho? 


why they ſhould ſo ſollicit it, is not to be ima- 


gin'd : The Dutch are promiſed their Barrier 


very little worſe than it was before ſtipulated 
in the Year 1709, between Us and Them ; 
d was declared an Enemy 


tho' my Lord T— 
to his Country by the Parliament of Great- 
Britain for ſigning it at that Time. A Recz- 


procal Guarantee is offered between the Crown 


of Great-Britain and the States- General for that, 
and for the ZZazover-Succeſſion. This is to ha- 
ſten the Work. Now if it is not likely, that 


(if it were left to the French King's Option) 
he would chuſe to have the Two Crowns ra- 


ther Diſmembred than United, then one may 
juſtly fear, that ſuch Meaſures may be here- 


7 after taken, and which if taken, cannot be pre- 


vented by Us and Holland, as may unite them 
after the Demiſe of the Dauphin. Without 
this Renunciation K. Philip could not keep Spain 
at all. The Miniſtry, who want no Courage, 


- would ſcarce dare to adviſe the Queen to ſigu 
a Peace with France without it: This, the 


Courts of . and Madrid know very 
well, 
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well. France therefore (let i its Secret Deſig igns 
be what they will) muſt have a Peace if poſſi- 
ble whilſt the Dauphin lives. Sign now, and 
leave the reſt to Time. Thus we may ſup- 
poſe they reaſon. Grear-Britain is willing on 
theſe Terms to come into a Peace; and that 
Opportunity is not to be ſlipt; and from what 
the Court of France has done in former Con- 


junctures, we may make Rational Suppoſiti- 4 


ons' of what they are doing now. 

But farther : It is poſſible the French Xing 
may be in earneſt ; that he not only longs for 
Peace, but bond fide intends. to keep it. He 
may perhaps ſeriouſly repent of his former 
Breaches of Faith, which have been more fla- 
grant, and more frequent, than can be matched 
in the Hiſtory of any ſingle King, of what 


Religion ſoever, ſince the Creation. But if | 


he ſhould not be in earneſt, and only propo- 


ſes to amuſe us till a fitter Conjuncture offers 


it ſelf, what can be done? Why, we are told, 


that the Dukes of Berry and Orleance will make 


the Title, which they have acquired by this 
Renunciation of N. Philip, good by their own 
Intereſt and Force. I wiſh they may; but 


it may be juſtly queſtioned whether they can 4 
make it good: No Nation has ever ſhewn it 
ſelf fo jealous of the Succeſſion of their Kings 


as France has done. The French Nation have 


not renounced K. Philip, nor indeed can they. 
They have 2 Right to demand chat he, and in 


default 
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deſault of him that his Children ſhould reign 


over them. And they may (for ought we 
know) think it their Intereſt to have it ſo. 


1 | In that Caſe France would become the Seat of 


Empire, and Spain and the Weſt Indies Provin- 
ces to Fance. France in caſe that ſhould hap- 
pen would gain greatly, and that they well 
know. The Induſtry. and Activity of the 
French Nation, which for theſe laſt 50 Years 
has turned it felf more than ever it did former- 
ly to Trade and Buſineſs, to Maritime Aﬀairs, 
and to making Settlements for Commerce in 
remote Countries, would ſoon bring the Trade 
of the World into their own Hands. 
The truth is, we ſtrain at Gnats, and ſwal- 
low Camels, when we bellow at the Dutch, 


2. and. overlook the French in this Article of 


Trade. France we are told is to have Liſle 
re-delivered upon the Peace. Liſſie was the 
Center of the Woollen-Manufafture for Stuffs, 
which the French Erected in this laſt Age, 
when the Allies took it in 1708. That Mana- 
facture, which for ſeveral Ages was the great 
Glory of the Engliſh Nation, has been raiſed 
by them in all its conſiderable Branches to an 


amazing Height. Ten Affento's will not make 
that Loſs good. And we are told now, that 


Liſle muſt be reſtored, becauſe otherwiſe they 
cannot make the proper Aſortments (as they 


4 Ke called) of Cargoes to ſend to their Plan- 


tations. T heſe * we made before, 
5 and 
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and God be praiſed can make again. It will 
(T fear) be to little purpoſe to tell us, that 
We ſhall be favoured as much as the Nations the 
moſt favoured in the Treaty of Commerce. The 
French will underſell us at "leaſt if they do no- 
thing elſe ; and by having Settlements of their 
own in America, they will carry on the Trade 


more advantagiouſſy than we poſſibly can. 


Trade is not to be forced: If the Spaniards 
in the Weſt. Indies can buy to greater Profit of 
the French than they can of us, they will do 
ſo, let our Tariffs be never ſo ſplendidly 


drawn. 
The Hopes therefore of thie Immenſe Gain 


which the French may reap from the Indies, 


in caſe they had a King of their own at the 
Head of the Spaniſh Monarchy, will very pro- 


bably be a . Motive to them to deſire 


K. Philip to be their King if the Dauphin ſhould 


dye, eſpecially ſince he has an Hereditary 


Right of his own to ſupport him. If Lewis 
the XIV. judged it to be the "Intereſt of the 


Fiouſe of Bourbon (may they reaſonably ſay) 


to oblige his Grandſon ro renounce France, 
what is that to Us now? Kingdoms are not 
like Private Inheritances. If the right Heir 


has an indefeaſible Right to our Allegiance, we 


have the ſame indefeaſtble Right w_ Govern- 
imſelf, he 


cannot however renounce for his Children. 
Any Act of his ought not in Natural Juſtice 


ment. If he will renounce for 


to 
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to affect them. Nay, ſuppoſing he ond! re- 


nounce for his Children yet unborn, he can- 
not renounce for thoſe.Two Sons of his that 


are born already. If it may be alledged, that 


the Children yet unborn can have no accruing 


Right to what the Father had no Ri ght to ac 


the time of their Birth, yet tlie Cas is dille- 


rent with t mol Two Princes who are now 
They were born Princes of 


too. young to do any Act of their own that 
can be Valid, and it is eſſentially vajuſt to 


tye them up by what their Father does in a 


Thing of this Nature where their Birthright 
is concerned, and a Birthright of ſuch vait 
Importance, not only to themſelves but to all 
8 reſt of Chriftendom. Now it is no Chi- 
merical Suppoſition to imagine that the French 
Nation will reaſon after this manner, When 
once a ſeaſonable Conjuncture ſhall offer it 


ſelf, it is not impoſſible likewiſe that they 


may think this to be the only way to prevent 
a Civil War. To their Colt they know what 
Civil Wars upon the Account of a Title to 
the Crown mean. No Nation ever carry'd 
on a more ſevere, or a longer. War. without 


Intermiſſion than they did after Henty the 


IIId's Death, to ſettle Henry the IVth. whe 


= was next Heir, upon the ee And this 


they did, tho' he was a Proteſtant, and con- 


Sinued 0 for ſevetal Years aſter ; tid when 


OC the 
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 — the League try'd to ſet up the Cardinal of 
| Bourbon his Uncle, thinking thereby to pacify 


ll the People, it proved to no purpoſe, for the 
0 Nation choſe rather to bear with the Miſeries 


of a Civil War, than to alter the Succeſſion: 
| And this they did againſt the United Force of 
ih Rome and Spain GO 7 = 
Should they therefore upon ſuch an Occa- © 
fon appears zealous for K. Philip, he would 
3 have as fair a Pretence to accept of their 
Cove, as he now declares to have to ſtand by * 
his faithful Spanzards ; and whatſoever he ſhall 
do in ſich a Caſe, will appear to be their Act 
if not his. It is not therefore unlikely the 
French Nation may judge this to be the like- 
| lieſt way to prevent a Civil War. Titles have 
lien dormant for a Generation or Two, and © 
' afterwards have broke out when a proper Op- 
if Dortunity has offer'd it ſelf. This actually 
Wi | hed in the Controverſy between the 
Frouſes of York and Lancaſter for the Crows 
of England, about 250 Years ago. The 
1 Houſe of York gave way during the Reigns , 
of Henry the IVth and Henry the Vth, and 3 
aſſerted their Right in Hen the VIth's Time, 
when his weak Adminiſtration gave them a 
i fair Opportunity. And they aſſerted it in ſuch 
l a manner that they turned out the Houſe of 
if Lancaſter, which had kept the Throne for 
il Three Generations. This Example the French © 
have before their Eyes, and this may „ 2 
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Cons: 
of a Civil War can no way be ſo well pre- 
vented as by receiving Philip or his eldeſt Son 
to be their King, notwithſtanding thoſe Re- 


nunciations which have ſo long amuſed Eu- 
rope. Th 


befleved to have been taken to clear the ground 
of the late Two Dauphins, (the Duke of Bur- 
gundy and his Eldeſt Son) may put an end to 
this Matter, and leave to the Dukes of Berry 
and Orleans a quiet and an undiſputed Succeſ- 
ſion. Other Methods will moſt probably be 
ſucceſsleſs. It is a Jeſt to ſay therefore, that 
EK. Philip can renounce for any Body but him- 


ſelf, or that the French will accept his Renun- 


ciation any farther than as they themſelves 
like it. They will perhaps appear fond of it 
at preſent, becauſe it brings Peace along with 


it, and a Breathing-Time from thoſe Miſeries 


under which they have ſo long groaned ; and 


© ſinking Nations, as well as drowning Men, 


will lay hold of every Bough that will give 


1 them preſent Eaſe. All theſe Things put to- 


gether may probably appear of Weight. 
What is here ſuggeſted concerning the fu- 
ture Proſpect of the Affairs of Furope, is not 
ſaid with a Deſign to accuſe the Miniſtry for 
what they have done They certainly know 


the State of the Nation and the Condition of 
dur Allies better than private Men : And this 
3 G3: is 


"A 


lead them to think that the horrible Miſchiefs 


The Methods indeed which are generally 


is a good Reaſon why' \ by: 8 ſhould paſs 


' Modeſt! Lenſures 580 What tliey have done. 
B33 ſtill a Britiſo Parliament has a Right to 
give Advice in this important Conjuncture, and 

with: all poſſible Duty and Loyalty to deſire 
(if they: think it neceſſary) an Account of the 


Steps which have been taken for the Nation's 
Good. When my Lord 7 — 4 was declared 


an Enemy to his Country laſt Seſſions for ſign- 
ing the Barrier. Treaty, the Fouſe of Commons 
verre not in the wrong to make ſuch a Decla- 
ration, upon a Suppolition that they believed 


him to be fo: And I am confident they did 
then believe himito be ſuch any Enemy, what- 


_ ever they might do this next Sellin if The 
Queſt ion were to be put again. 


Whatſoever Her Majeſty and the Britiſh 
Parliament does, ave ought to receive as be- 
comes 900 Subjects. "Her Majeſty declared- 
when ſhe laid the Conditions upon which a 
Peace might be had before her Parliament, that 


the had the Proreſftant Succeſſion moſt at Heart ; 
and we do with Joy contide-in the Solemn 


Declaration of Her Majeſty, who is a Princeſs 


of juch incomparable Vertues, and of whoſe 

i\cady Love to Her People we have had ſuck 
irequent Inſtances. Nor is it likely that a 
Eretifh Parliament will ruin their Country, and 
bring in Popery in cool Blood. What Private 
Men may do will not be charged upon them. 
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obſerve how very Modiſh it is to boy load p 
on the Dutch, and how tamely Men ſubmit to 


| - ſee them abuſed in our News-Letters and Prints 8 
in ſo vile a manner. That the Dutch may have 


ſometimes over- reached us in Trade may for 
ought I know be true: Tho they have cleared 


berg of ſo many Things which have 


een lay'd to their Charge, that perhaps it 
will be moſt adviſable to ſuſpend our Judg- 


1 ne till thoſe Matters are put in à clearer 


Light. But be it ſo In T rade they are our 


Rivals, and we truſt in our Governors that 


they will take care of the Intereſts of the Na- 


tion in that particular, as well as in others, 


and we are eaſy upon that Head. But let the 


Duteh have been what they will towards us 


point of Trade, in which private Men as 


well as Nations are for engroſſing to them» . 
ſelves as much always as they can, it is cer- 
tain, that the Szates-General are at this Time 


next to us the greateſt Support of the Pro- 
teſtant Intereſt in Europe. And I ſhall not 
be afraid to aſſert, that the Preſervation of 
the Proteſtaut Religion has been under God 
owing to that Commonwealth. After the Bat- 


tel of St. Quintin when. France lay wholly at 


the Mercy of the A. of Spain, Philip the IId 


preferred, the Cauſe of Popery to the Increaſe 


of his Power by ruining the K. of Fance, and 
ſtruck up a ſudden and an unexpected Peace, 


that he might enter into eflectual Mealures 
With 


PL 20 J 


with Heury the IId to extirpate the Northern © 


Hereſy ; which Meaſures would humanly ſpea- 
king have been ſucceſsful had not God won- 
dertully interpoſed. For Henry the IId was 


killed ſoon after, and left Children who were 


unable to execute the Deſigns which their 


Father had laid; and Philip by oppreſſing the * 
Low-Countries contrary to their own juſt dad 


known Privileges, which he himſelf had but a 
little before ſolemnly fworn to obſerve at 


( what their Hiſtorians call) the Foyful Entry, 
forced them upon Meaſures which at laſt end- 


ed in the Erection of the Dutch Commonwealth. 


The Wars in the Netherlands which were ſub 


ſequent to thoſe Commotions, taok up all K. 


Philip's Time, and waſted his Men and Trea- 


ſure ; and to the ſteady and conſtant Support 
which Q Elizabeth gave that Infant-State we 
owe our own Liberties both Civil and Religi- 


ous. If the Dutch could not have ſtood with. 


out Her, She could as little have ſtood with- 


out them. The Spaniſh Invaſion would not 


have been the only one in her Time, if the 


Low. Country Wars had not kept Philip the IId 


conſtantly employ'd during the whole Courſe 
of his long Reign. What could Germany have 
done then, if the Netherlands had been en- 


tirely reduced : Whereas now England and 
Holland can mutually ſupport one another, and 
itand by the Proteſtant Intereſt any where elle. _ 


And (for God's fake let us look into Germany 2 
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little 2 Saxony is loſt, we may ſay irreparably, 
when the Electoral Prince once abjures his Re- 
ligion, which we expect every Poſt to hear 


] he will. The Palatine- Houſe has left us a good 
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while ago. There are now but Two Prote- 


Z ſtant Powers in Germany of any great Weight, 


Hanover and Brandenburgh. Theſe Conſide- 
rations render it neceſſary for the Two great 
Proteſtaut Powers of Great-Britain and Holland 
(which are indeed very great when well uni- 
ted) to keep together. God has no where 
promiſed to work Miracles for his Church ; 
and if he had, yet there is no reaſon to ſup- 
poſe he ſhould work any for thoſe that forſake 
themſelves. We are told indeed that the 
Dutch will for their own ſakes ſtand by us in 
the Day of Danger. Be it ſo. But then there 
muſt be mutual Confidence as well as mutual 
Intereſt, or elſe Alliances will be weakly ſup- 


ported, and Aſſiſtances coldly given. And 
hau far that Confidence has been broken with- 
in theſe laſt 18 Months, between Us and Hol- 


land, T do not pretend to determine. 

It is not therefore either an improper, or an 
undutiful Queſtion to ask, if the Houſe of 
Bourbon ſhould have a Mind to bring in the 


Pretender after the Peace is ratified, and K. 
_- Philip quietly poſleſs'd of Spain and the Wef- 


Indies, whether it will be ſo eaſy to keep him 
out as it would have been, if by our with- 
drawing from the Allies we had not forced 

* them 
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them to make a precipitate Peace? Is it not 
the joint Intereſt of both Branches of the 
| Houſe of Bourbon to bring him in if they can 


The Houſe of Hanover, whenever they come, 
muſt for their own Security ſtand by Hollaud 


and the Houſe of Auſtria, whoſe - Intereſt 12 1 
certainly is to keep France from riſing higher. 


If we would paſs a right Judgment upon this 
Matter, we mult fee what the preſent Diſpo- 
ſition of the Nation appears to be. Do we 


not ſee Pamphlets openly Publiſhed among us, 


to ſhow that no Prince ought to be debarred, 


of (what is called) his Natural Right to go- 
vern, upon the Account of Diverſity of Religion? 
And does not this Holy Right (as it IS term- J 


ed) appear every Day in the Advertiſements 


of our moſt celebrated New- Papers, which 


are ſpread the fartheſt, and the moſt greedily 
read 2 What does this tend to, but to wean 


the People by Degrees from their Fondneſs 


for the Proteſtant Succeſſion > If any Man, let 


his Perſonal Character have otherwiſe been 


never ſo eminent, and let him have been ne- 
ver fo zealous, and acted never fo ſteadily 


for the Tory Intereſt; ever ſince the Revoluti- 
on, but once declare againſt 4 Peace with . 


France at this Juncture, and upon theſe Terms, 
15 he not immediately traduced in our Weekly 
Papers, in Lampoons, and in Peuny Merriments, 


and treated as the vileſt of Scoundrels, and ſet 


up as a Mark to be ſhot at by the People? An 


Apoſtate 


E 


1%} 


Apefats from his old Principles, a Companion for 


d, and a Member of the Calves: Head 
Club, is the beſt Lapguage he mult expect to 


meet with. 


J will not deny, but the Miniſtry has, what 


we are ſure Her Majeſty has moſt at Heart, 
which is the Proteſtant Succeſſion. Yet what 


ſo® effectual Courſe can be taken, to bring 


People to bear with what they before abhor- 
Z red, as what we ſee daily practiſed 2 No Man 
1 thinks a Britiſh Miniſtry will attempt to alter 


the Eſtabliſhment, unleſs they think they 


2? ſhall be backed by a Britiſh Parliament: And 


what Parliament will venture at any Innova- 


tions againſt the univerſal Bent of the Peo- 
ple > The People can be no other way lured 


on ſo ſucceſsfully as by a preſent Peace, and 
the Proſpect of future Plenty. The Land. Tax 
bears very hard upon the Gentlemen of Eng- 
land; and J do not affront them, when J ſay, 
that great Numbers of them would be very 
well pleaſed to ſee French Wine as cheap as it 


Was Twenty Five Years ago. The trading 


Part of the Nation may poſſibly be brought 
by Degrees to think, that they cannot enjoy 
any one Branch of their Trade ſecurely, ſo 
long as the Dutch can fend out a Fiſher-Boat 


upon the Ocean, or a Merchant-Man to the 


Eaſt-Tadies. Our Pamphleteers do now aſſure 


us, that the King of France has been a ſtrict 
i D 


Obler- 
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6 Obſerver of his Word all along and the next 
> Thing which we are to look for, is, that he 
'all will join in a Guarantee to ſecure the Barrier for A 
„ the Puch, and the e Succeſſion, againſt £2 
# himnſgt:: "1 
Wl There is nothing can ruin us at Home , but 
uh an implicit Coniidence in every thing that * 
0 called a Tory. The Bulk of the Tories of Eng - 
land are in bir Hearts againſt the n ; 
"Uh! And they will not eaſily be brought to think, ' 
| that Men of whom they have long a good 1 
Opinion, can harbour any Deſigns but what 
appear above-board; and it is indeed poſſible 
there may be no evil Deſigns under- hand car- 
W rydon, The Tories are fond of the Church 
of England, of Monarchy and Epiſcopacy, and 
God bleſs them for ſuch their Fondneſs. The 
Hbhigs unfortunately, (and perhaps ſome of 
them malicioufly ) gave into ſeveral Things, W 
whilft they were in Power, which look'd ve- 
ih ry ill towards the Church. It is not to be be- of 
. lieved, how much the Clergy were exaſpera- "| 
. ted all over the Nation, by the publick ſpread-. 
Wl; ing of that peſtilent, and,” in truth, heatheniſh 
Bock, called the Rights of the Church. The 
8 M iniſtry ſat by, and the Parliament for a long 
1 while took no Notice of it. This inflamd 
FF the Body of the Clergy : And tho! the moſt 
4 the beſt Anſwers againſt it were written 
| che Command of asg Biſhops, or de- 
dicated 
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ctrine, made them loſe all Patience. 
Rage which that Impeachment produced had 


Chriſtianity was at Stake. 


Ls ] 1 
dicated to them; yet ſince the Civil Power 
did not interpoſe in a Matter which ſo nearly 
concerned the Being of the Church, and the 


Maintenance of its Clergy, their Diſſatisfa- 


ction was not leſſen d. The Vnpeachment of 
Dr. 8 { afterwards for a Point of Do- 
The 


dire Effects. Men that were really concerned 
for their Religion, (and of thoſe we have 
great Numbers) believed their common 
And when the 
Children of Darkneſs appeared above-board, 
when not only ſuch little Scriblers as 7——;, 
C——x, A — , acd 7——d; but even 
ſome whoſe Birth and Quality gave them a 
Hereditary Place in our Parliament, appeared 
in Print againſt the Chriſtian Religion, in De- 
fence of what they called Natural Liberty, and 
Free-Thinking, as if his Quality gave any Man 


a ſufficient Licenſe to brave the Lord of Hoſis; 
and all this while the then Miniſtry ſat vncon- 


cernedly by; if this gave the ſecret Enemies 


of our Conſtitution Opportunity to ſet things 
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appeared at that Time; and I fear it is no 


Breach of Charity to ſay, that ſome Leading 
Men amongſt them, whilſt they laboured to 
appear to be Engliſhmen, forgot ſometimes that 
they were Chriſtians. But they have ſmarted 


for their Folly ; I hope they wil repent of 


it. 
But muſt we neceſſarily fall into Sola, in 
endeavouring to avoid Charybais ? 2 


Could we not ( as Sir John ee "Gs ) wake 
| from that Dethargick Dream, 
But to te releſs 5 ina worſe Extreme? 


France will not, it cannot, ume it wall abjure 


' Popery, ſupport the Charch of England, or 


Proteſtant Epiſcopacy. The Pretender under 


any Diſguize, and Britiſh Liberty, are incon- 


Gent Things. To think, that-if he were 
once ſettled here, he would not be influenced 


by Directions from Abroad, is downright In- 


fatuation. It is aliow'd that we are not of 
on r-ſelves ſtrong enough to hinder it; where 


hen in ſuch a Caſe could the Nation fly for 


Relief: Have we not wantonly caſt off our 
old Friends, without getting,.new 2 T muſt 


here again repeat it, ( becauſe what is never 
out of my Ming, I would not Joſe ſight of 
ohe Moment, ) that I have no deſign to ac- 
cuſe the Miniſtry. 1 hey cant alone ruin us 


if 
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if they would. Should they pour in never ſo 


many Bodies of new. Lords into the Upper 


Houſe, ſtill the Houſe of Commons are in Poſ- 


ſeſſion of the 7riennial Act, and a certain E- 


ſtate in Land is a neceſſary Qualification to 


enable any Man to be a Member of their 
Houſe. But the raiſing new Troops of Peers 


is an Expedient the fame Miniſtry, as long as 
there is any public Liberty left, will hardly 
venture to try above once. In Her Majeſty's Good- 
neſs therefore, and in a Bri#ifh Houſe of Com- 
mons we think ourſelves ſafe. And, God be 


thanked, we have thoſe Securities. For we 
may ruin ourſelves very eaſily if we pleaſe ; 
for there is a Door already open, which with- 
out very ſpeedy Care be taken, may let in 


thoſe Enemies, whom, when once let in, it will 


not be in our Power very eaſily to drive out. 
Our immediate Danger at preſent is from 
Scotland ; and how tew apprehend any Dan- 
ger from that Quarter! The Impoſition of 


the new Oaths has ſhewn what the Scottiſb 
Nation would be at; and if ſor no other Rea- 


> ſon the Impoſition of thoſe Oaths was neceſ- 


> fary at this time, that England may fee how 


the Scottiſp Nation ſtands affected. The Con- 
vulſions which have happen d ſince the Oaths 
were tender d to the Scottiſh Miniſters of both 
Perſuaſions, deſerve to be ſet in a clear Light, 


before us who live on this Side of the Tweed, 


before they rife to too great a Head. Now 
| 8 | the 


[28]. 


the Caſe is this : By an Ad paſs'd this Seſſion 


( Anne 10. cap. 7.) all the Miniſters of the 
Eſtabliſhed Church of Scotland, as alſo all the 
Miniſters of the Epiſcopal Perſuaſion in North- 


Britain (who are tolerated by the ſaid Adr to 2 


hold Congregations according to the Liturgy 


of the Church of England) were obliged to 
take and ſubſcribe the Oaths of Allegiance and 


Abjuration, on or before Aug. 1. 1712. This 
Time being found to be too ſhort, they had 
by another Act paſs'd the ſame Seſſion ( Anne 
10. cap. 32.) Time given them to qualify 
themſelves, till Nov. 1. 1712. During this 
Jnterval, the General Aſſembly of the Church of 
Scotland met, and made a Declaration which 
they preſented to Her Majeſty. In which 


they ſet forth, that they did not underſtand 


any Words or Syllables i in that Oath, to have 
a Senſe or Meaning contrary to their known 
Principles and Church. Government. When 
the Time drew nigh, in which they were to 
quality themſelves, the Quarter-Seſſ ons met in 


moſt Parts of e that the Miniſters 


who would take the Oaths of Allegiance and 
Aljuration , according to the Toleration- Act 


above-mention'd , might have an Opportunity 


ſo to do. At Edinburgh, Twenty ſix Mini- 


ſters of the Presbytery of that Place, went 
in a Body to the Seſſions, preceded by Mr. 


Carſtairs, in Order to quality themſelves, and 


there tenderd the above. ſaid Declaration of 


— 
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the General Aſſembly. Some of the Juſtices 
proteſted againſt Receiving any ſuch Declara- 
tion; others proteſted againſt the former, for 


not Admitting it. Theſe being out-number'd, 


the Miniſters, after having privately proteſted 
that they had offer'd ſuch a Declaration, took 
the Oaths, and ſubſcribed them. The ſame 
Thing was done in other Parts of Scotland; 


and thoſe that took the Oaths , proteſted ei- 


ther before or after they took them, that they 
had tender'd ſuch a Declaration. But in the 


Z whole, it is computed, that not above one Half 


of the Miniſters of the Eſtabliſhed Church 


have taken the Oaths. Six of the moſt po- 
Z pular Miniſters in Edinburgh have refuſed 


them. Of the Epiſcopalians, but Two have 
comply'd with the Act throughout Scotland: 


One in Edinburgh, who preaches to the Eng- 


liſh Congregation there ; and one at Glaſgow, 
who has lately taken Orders, and open'd a 


Meeting in that City. The Sunday following 


the Non-Jurors of both Parties preached pub- 


lickly, and J ſuppoſe do ſo ſtill. In Edinburgh 
it ſelf the Populace join with the Non. Jurors, 


ſo that their Churches are thronged; whereas 


the Jurors are in a good Meaſure deſerted. 
One Miniſter particularly beyond the Frith, 

that had taken the Oaths, went the next Sux- 

day to preach as uſyal in his own Church, and 
found the Doors ſhut againſt him; and he was 


_threat- 


| threatned to be ſtoned, if he attempted to open 
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them. 


This is the preſent State of the Church of 


Scotland, The Epiſcopalians directly declare 


| themſelves to be Jacobites, and upon that 


Score alone they refuſe the Oaths. That no 


Man queſtions. And Whig and Tory on the 5 


other Side of the Tweed, are Names that are 


univerſally underſtood to denote Men that 
are for or againſt the Pretender. Care has 


been taken to infuſe Scruples into the Presbyre- 


riaus, as if the Intention of the Parliament by 


this Act was to deſtroy their Church. Goveru- 


ment by Degrees. Weak Scruples they are 


God knows ! and yet weak as they are, they | 


have had Influence enough to prepoſleſs one 
Half of the Miniſters of the Eſtabliſh'd Church. 
The Provincial Synod fat lately; and the Non- g 


Jurors gave in a Declaration to the Synod, ſet- 
ting forth that they had no other Obhection 
againſt the Oaths, than that they underſtood 
themſelves to be thereby bound to ſupport the 


Hlierarchy of the Church of England contrary 


to their known Principles. The Jurors gave 
in another Declaration, declaring that they 


the Facobites : And upon this Account, they 


z 
„ 


did not take them in that Senſe, This ſnelters 


have induſtriouſly fomented theſe Scruples a- 


mong the Raume 


is 


a 


4 * 
Is not here now a fair Field in which the 
> Friends of the Pretender may exert themſelves, 
> whilſt Things are in this Confuſion 2 The 
"= Nolility and Gentry, it is to be feared, are but 
too much diſguſted, upon the account of their 
beiog (as they think) ſhut out by the Union 
e of their Birthright, by which they had for ſo 
many Ages by gone ſo great a Share in the 


has Ts Legiſlature. This Operates too much even 


upon the Presbyterians themſelves: Tho? could 
they carry their Reſentments againſt Exgland, 


. againſt which they are chiefly enraged upon 
are the Account of the Union, ſo tar as to join 
ney with the Pretender, they would have reaſon to 
One 


expect nothing better than T!yſſes's Fate, to 
ch. vhom Polyphemus in the Poet promiſed as a 
Vou- Reward for making him Drunk, that he ſhould 
ſet- be eaten up laſt. 3 
tion Be this as it will: Here is a great Body of 
00d Mien, and thoſe at a great diſtince from Lon- 
the 7 don, and not very rich, and conſequently more 
rary liable to Temptation, diſguſted. It will be- 
zavc hove a Britiſh Parliament to find a Remedy for 
hey | [Theſe Evils aſſoon as poſſible. It will be equal- 
lters ly their Intereſt to quiet People at home, 
hey The Church has been already made eaſy with 
s a- elation to the Diſſenters by the paſſing of the 
Occaſronal-Bill, which paſt laſt Seſſions with- 
put Oppoſition. The Mhigs by giving readily 
into it ſhow'd themſelves not to be Enemies of 
our Church, or if they were ſo before, they 
= | hereby 
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hereby made a ſignal Atonement. When the 
Dutch ſee that we are heartily in the Intereſt of 
the Proteſtant Succeſſion, we may be {ure they will 
be heartily our Friends, eſpecially ſince their Bar- 


rier is ſo well ſecured. Whatſoever private Men 


may ſometimes do, Nations never keep alive 
their Reſentments, when once the Cauſes of che 
Diſguſt, real or imaginary, are removed. All 
the Tories, who are not Jacobites, will readily 


Joyn with all that approve themſelves to be 


Friends to Monarchy and Epiſcopacy, in order 
to ſecure the Nation againſt Popery. That 
we are ſpent by this long and expenſive War 
is unqueſtionable. The Facobites and Papiſts 


have not Strength to make any conſiderable _ 


Oppoſition, when once Steps are taken to ſe- 


cure theſe main Points. What the Houſe off 


Bourbon will or will not do, as it muſt be left 
to Time, ſo Men will chearfully ſubmit it in- 
to the Hands of the great Governor of the 
World. Tn ſhort, it is in the Power of the 


Britiſh Parliament, humanly ſpeaking, to ſe- 


cure us from thoſe Evils, of which very ma- 
ny among us are as they think juſtly afraid. 
They are Britains, they are Proteſtants, they 
have abjured the Pretender, they have great 
Eſtates of their own, and they have a Poſte- 
rity which are juſtly dear to them. They 
may be ſure Her Majeſty will gladly hearken 
to any Advices which they ſhall give Her for 
the Nation's Good ; and they are called toge- 

= CF 


F (33) ; 
he ther to give Her ſuch Advice. The Miniſtry 
\. likewiſe will for their own Sakes be ready to 
promote what the Parliament ſteadily adheres 
to, as knowing that whilſt they purſue what 
en is the real Intereſt of the Nation, they take 
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the likelieſt Courſe poſſible to continue to 
themſelves that great Power which they have 
already got. - 
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